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the knowledge which really was supplied by reason as the organ of ideas, in the same degree the body which is the instrument of sense can only be a source of illusion and a hindrance to knowledge. The wise man, therefore, will seek to free himself from the bonds of the body, and die while he lives by philosophic contemplation, free as far as possible from the disturbing influence of the senses. This process of rational realisation Plato called Dialectic. The objects con-templ_ated by the reason, brought into consciousness on the occurrence of sensible perception, but never caused by these, were not mere notions in the mind of the individual thinker, nor were they mere properties of individual things ; this would be to make an end of science on the one hand, of reality on the other. Nor had they existence in any mere place, not even beyond the heavens. Their home was Mind, not this mind, or that, but Mind Universal, which is God.
In these < thoughts of God' was the root or essence which gave reality to the things of sense ; they were the Unity which realised itself in multiplicity. It is because things partake of the Idea that we give them a name. The thing as such is seen, not known ; the idea as such is known, not seen. 2 The whole conception of Plato in this connection is based on the assumption that there is such a- thing as knowledge. If all things are ever in change, then knowledge is impossible ; but conversely, if there is